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The History of Oakenden State School

1908

On 20" November a letter was written by Mr 1. Whittington to the Board of Education,
expressing the need for a school in the area. See Document A

The proposed site consisted of one acre, Lease No. 78 - Portion 436, leased by the
Whittington family from The Colonial Sugar Refining Company Limited (CSR).

1909

On 22" February Mr R. D. Dunne of Eton wrote to the Under Secretary of the Department of
Public Instruction on behalf of the community requesting a school be opened due to the
large number of children in the area and the long distance to attend existing schools. It
stated that the parents were willing to subscribe one-fifth of the total cost of the school’s
erection.

A public meeting was held on 21" March and a building committee elected.

An application for the establishment of a provisional school at ‘Homebush Three Mile” was
completed on 15" April. See Document B

On 27" April Mr Dunne again wrote to the Department of Public Instruction with a list of 24 -

students who would attend the school and a map of the proposed site.

On 5" uly Mr Dunne applied to change the previous application for an unsubsidised
provisional school to a subsidised state school.

The District Inspector Mr W. Taylor sent a report to the Under Secretary of the Department
of Public Instruction on 8" July. This included a map of where the students lived in relation
to the proposed school site and a map of where other schools in the district were located.
He suggested that the site be increased to two acres and that as the school was to be on the
Oakenden Estate, it should be named either Oakenden School or Qakenden Road School.
He stated that the application would be approved once the amendments were made. See
Documents C, Dand E

The name was changed from ‘Homebush Three Mile School’ to ‘Oakenden School” and the
application approved. Plans for the school and teacher’s residence were drawn. See
Documents Fand G

A letter was received from the Department of the Public Instruction dated 24" August,
advising the amount to be contributed by the community. See Document H

On 24™ September the two acres, Subdivision 2 of Portion 436 Parish of Eton, were
transferred from The Colonial Sugar Refining Company Limited to the Secretary of Public
instruction. See Document |

The community raised one-fifth of the cost of the building, £61:12:0, and sent a cheque on
11" November. See Document J

1910

On 6" February Mr R. D. Dunne wrote to the Department of Public Instruction urging them
to hurry up. See Document K

Tenders were called for the building of the school and Mr ). G. E. Gralow was given the
contractin June.

Mr Albert Kanowski was appointed head teacher on 31* October. See Document L

On 14" November Oakenden State School opened with 26 students, See Document M

On 25" November the first school committee was elected; Chairman Mr Daniel Brand,
Secretary Mr Peter McFarlane, Treasurer Mr William Baxter, and members Mr Hugh Caven,
Mr Bernard Farrelly, Mr Henry Sievers, and Mr Isaac Whittington.

1918

On 19" January the school was severely damaged by a cyclone. See Document N

1942

During World War Ii, slit trenches were dug by parents in the school grounds after Japanese
pombing in Northern Australia. Air raid drills were practised.
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1945 The windmill, water tanks and tank stand were erected in the school grounds.

The Teacher’s residence was relocated. (Teachers boarded with local families or at the Eton
Hotel between 1940 and 1959.)

1951 The school grounds were flooded and material in the storeroom was damaged.

1957 Approval was given to increase the size of the classroom by incorporating the southern
verandah and extending the storeroom.

1959 A new Teacher’s residence was completed. See Document M

1965 A new bare was sunk.

1966 The classroom was renovated and a reading room, store room, and northern verandah built.

1969 A portion underneath the school was closed in.

1970 Oakenden State School celebrated its Diamond Jubilee,

1973 The Munbura School building was relocated to Oakenden State Schoaol.

The septic system was installed in the school grounds.

1982 Oakenden, Homebush, Sandiford, Dundula, Chelona and Swayneville State Schools
participated in the first Sandy Creek Sports Day. The aim was to encourage student
participation and enjoyment, as Sarina Sports Bay had become more of a selection trial for
choosing district representatives.

A native tree garden was planted between the original building and the toilet block.

1983 The school grounds were excavated and pipes taid for the Oakenden Main Irrigation

Channel. e . . i
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1985 The first Cross Country event was held.
Oakenden State School celebrated its 75" Jubilee.

1987 The ‘Oakenden Dominces’ softhall team, consisting of mostly Oakenden students, entered
the local competition.

1988 Oakenden students participated in Bicentennial Celebrations at the Mackay Showgrounds.
The timber fort was constructed,

1992 Oakenden State School participated in a cultural exchange with students and adults from
Boigu Island State School.

1994 The area between the buildings and the fence was paved and new gardens planted.

1996 The sports’ shed was erected,

1997 The adventure playground and flying fox was installed.

2002 The Rebound Wall was constructed.

2005 Due to decreasing enrolments, Oakenden State School became a one teacher school once
again.

2007 Undercover walkways were erected.

2009 Oakenden State School hosted the first Sandy Creek Cross Country.
The colourful playground was erected.

2010 A new demountable classroom was assembled.
Oakenden State School celebrates 100 years.
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